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On Christmas Eve 1945, a fire consumed a two-story house timber house outside Fayetteville, West

Virginia that was occupied by George Sodder, his wife Jennie, and nine of their ten children (the

oldest, Joe, was serving in World War II at the time.) Yet, the story has never been solved and there

are still questions that haunt both the town of Fayetteville and the remaining Sodder child, Sylvia

Sodder Paxton, is still hunting for the truth and trying to answer the question that has haunted the

family and many for 62 years. What happened to the remaining children: Maurice (14), Martha (12),

Louis (9), Jennie (8), and Betty (5)?
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So many questions, no answers. Were the children removed before the fire, by the man who cut the

lines? What about the photo Mom received in the mail? More questions.

The case of the missing Sodder children is such an inexplicable puzzle in great part because of the

uncharacteristic actions of the authorities. How believable is it that the fire department was called

somewhere around 1:30 a.m. but they didn't arrive until 8:00 a.m.? The fire chief said he couldn't



drive the fire truck and had to wait for someone else to drive it. Does this mean he didn't notify any

other firemen or that he called them and they didn't show up?Then there were the multiple

shenanigans with the bones, heart, etc. which only further confused the alleged investigation. I

believe the missing children were no longer in the house at the time of the fire which only raises

more questions.What do you think?24

Interesting story, but absolutely horrible writing/editing. Double words, chopped up sentences and

grammatical errors would earn this paper a failing grade.

This may have been a good article but the proofing was poor. I was distracted by the mistakes. Most

unfortunate. I give it 0 stars.

Well somebody needs to hire a proof reader or editor. After three pages filled with confusing

grammatacly mistakes I gave up.
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